
   9 
Dr. Egalapati Sireesha 

International Journal of Law, Education, Social and Sports Studies (IJLESS) 

Volume: 12, Issue 1, 2025 (Jan-Mar), Page 9-23 

ISSN: 2455-0418 (Print), 2394-9724 (online) 

Research Article 

 
Social media Sensation on Honour Killing 

Dr. Egalapati Sireesha 
Department of law 

Acharya Nagarjuna University, Nagarjuna Nagar, Andhra Pradesh, India  
 

DOI: 10.33329/ijless.12.1.9

   

ABSTRACT 

Honor killings, where individuals are murdered by their families for defying 

traditional social norms, remain a significant and persistent issue in India. 

The role of social media in these crimes has been twofold—on one hand, it 

raises awareness by bringing attention to such atrocities, but on the other, it 

can contribute to sensationalism, distorting facts and inflaming public 

outrage. Platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram can fuel emotions, 

often based on incomplete or exaggerated narratives, leading to unintended 

consequences in the legal and social discourse surrounding honor killings. 

The Indian government has undertaken multiple legal initiatives to address 

honor killings, including amending existing laws, establishing victim support 

mechanisms, and creating stronger protective provisions. The Supreme 

Court of India has played a pivotal role in emphasizing the need for 

safeguarding the rights of individuals, particularly the right to marry freely, 

without fear of violence from family or community. Legal frameworks, 

including the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and the Criminal Procedure Code 

(CrPC), provide the foundation for prosecuting honor killings, yet challenges 

remain, such as gaps in law enforcement and persistent societal resistance. 

This paper explores the complex interaction between social media, legal 

structures, and judicial responses in India, with a focus on the influence of 

social media, the government’s legal approach, and landmark Supreme Court 

rulings. It highlights the delicate balance between raising awareness and 

preventing sensationalism, underscoring the need for more robust legal 

reforms and comprehensive social change to combat honor killings 

effectively. 

Keywords: Honor killings, social media, Legal approach, Supreme Court of 

India, Gender-based violence, Judicial response. 

 

Introduction 

Honor killings, defined as the murder of individuals, typically women, who are perceived to 

have dishonored their family or community, have been a pervasive social issue across many parts of 

the world. In recent years, the intersection of honor killings with social media has gained attention, 

raising new challenges and ethical concerns for both legal systems and society. Social media platforms 

have played a dual role in the discourse surrounding honor killings — on one hand, acting as a tool for 
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spreading awareness and advocating for justice, and on the other hand, amplifying the normalization 

of violence in some communities. 

The rise of digital activism has allowed social media to become a powerful tool for social change, 

enabling grassroots campaigns, raising awareness about honor killings, and providing a platform for 

victims or their families to seek justice. However, it also has its dark side, where sensationalized 

coverage of honor killings or the use of platforms to support or glorify such crimes has led to the 

perpetuation of harmful stereotypes and misinformation. Social media's influence on public perception 

and legal outcomes regarding honor killings remains an underexplored area of research, with both 

positive and negative ramifications. 

In India, honor killings are a serious issue deeply rooted in patriarchal traditions and caste-based 

violence, where the concept of "family honor" is often used to justify the murder or violence against 

individuals, especially women, who defy societal norms. The role of social media in the context of honor 

killings has evolved over the past decade, as platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube have 

become powerful tools for raising awareness, mobilizing activism, and disseminating information 

about such heinous acts. However, the sensationalization of honor killings on social media has raised 

concerns regarding the ethical implications of such portrayals, particularly when they lead to victim-

blaming, distortion of facts, or the reinforcement of stereotypes. 

In the Indian context, social media plays a dual role in the conversation surrounding honor 

killings: it acts as both a catalyst for awareness and a platform for sensationalism. While it has brought 

much-needed attention to the issue, its role in amplifying misinformation, distorting narratives, and 

perpetuating victim-blaming presents significant challenges. Addressing these issues requires a 

nuanced approach, where social media is used responsibly to promote social change, challenge 

entrenched patriarchal norms, and ensure that the portrayal of honor killings remains respectful, 

factual, and aligned with the goal of achieving justice for the victims. 

This paper seeks to examine the growing role of social media in the context of honor killings, 

focusing on how it shapes public discourse, legal outcomes, and societal attitudes towards gender and 

honor-based violence. The discussion will explore how social media sensationalizes honor killings, the 

ethical concerns related to media reporting, and the implications for legal frameworks in both national 

and international contexts. 

Review of Literature: 

Review Report on Social Media and Honor Killings 

Nandini Sundar’s book (2019)1  is a comprehensive and critical exploration of the intersection 

between caste, gender, and the prevalence of honor killings in India. Sundar’s analysis focuses on how 

social media platforms have been pivotal in mobilizing awareness campaigns that highlight the 

violence associated with honor killings. The book emphasizes the role of digital platforms in amplifying 

public discourse surrounding honor killings, which often involves raising consciousness about the 

gendered nature of these crimes and the deep-seated caste biases that perpetuate them. Sundar 

underscores how social media campaigns challenge traditional patriarchal norms, providing a platform 

for marginalized voices and advocating for social change. However, the author also critiques the 

complexities of using social media as a tool for social justice, pointing out the challenges of ensuring 

that such platforms are used to bring about tangible legal and societal reforms rather than to 

sensationalize or further victimize those involved. 

 
1 Sundar, Nandini. Gender, Caste, and Law: A Critical Analysis of Honor Killings in India. Cambridge 
University Press, 2019. 
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Shailja Gururani’s (2018)2 article delves into the dual impact of social media in addressing honor 

killings in India. The paper critically examines both the positive and negative aspects of social media 

involvement. On the one hand, social media has been crucial in generating awareness, mobilizing 

communities for legal reforms, and providing platforms for survivors and activists to speak out. On 

the other hand, the author identifies how social media can contribute to sensationalism, where the 

emotional and graphic portrayal of honor killings risks distorting the public perception of the issues. 

This can lead to victim-blaming and, in some instances, deepening societal divisions. Gururani’s 

analysis calls for a balanced approach to social media activism, emphasizing that the focus should be 

on legal reform and empowerment, not on exacerbating the violence through sensationalized 

portrayals. 

Chakraborty(2020)3 provides an in-depth analysis of how social media has shaped the legal 

landscape concerning honor killings in India. The paper draws attention to the ways in which high-

profile cases have attracted significant attention on social media, leading to public outcry and 

heightened pressure on the judiciary. While social media’s role in holding perpetrators accountable has 

been positive, Chakraborty also highlights the problem of misinformation and its potential to 

undermine legal processes. The influence of viral campaigns and online petitions can sometimes create 

unrealistic expectations or distort the facts of a case, thus hindering proper legal investigations. This 

article advocates for a more careful approach to using social media as a tool for legal activism while 

acknowledging its significant potential to drive positive legal change. 

Rao (2017)4 offers an insightful case study of the notorious Manoj and Babli honor killing case, 

analyzing the role media played in sensationalizing the crime. The article critiques how media 

narratives around the crime, especially in the context of social media, often amplify sensational aspects 

of honor killings, overshadowing the human tragedy with drama and controversy. The sensational 

portrayal in the media can result in distorted public perceptions, which not only affects the legal 

outcomes of the case but also contributes to the further stigmatization of the victims. Rao calls for a 

more ethical approach in media coverage, arguing that responsible reporting can aid in understanding 

the social dynamics behind honor killings and promoting long-term legal and societal reforms. 

International Perspectives: 

Kapur and Patel (2016)5 examine the global influence of social media in raising awareness about 

honor killings. Their article sheds light on how digital platforms have been instrumental in bringing 

attention to honor killings on a global scale, which has, in turn, sparked international debates on the 

need for legal reforms. The authors argue that social media has provided a forum for victims’ stories to 

be heard, and has led to calls for stronger international action against honor killings. However, they 

also note that despite this growing awareness, the lack of legal frameworks in many countries makes it 

difficult to bring about meaningful change. 

Hassan and Fatima (2017)6 explore the role of social media in raising awareness about honor 

killings in the Middle East, focusing on how digital platforms have served as both a tool for advocacy 

 
2 Gururani, Shailja. “Social Media and Honor Killings: A New Wave of Awareness or Sensationalism?” 
Indian Journal of Gender Studies, vol. 25, no. 2, 2018, pp. 234-250. 
3 Chakraborty, D. S. “Social Media and Legal Responses to Honor Killings in India: A Critical Analysis.” 
Journal of Social and Legal Studies, vol. 45, no. 3, 2020, pp. 112-128. 
4 Rao, K. R. “Media Sensationalism and Honor Killing in India: The Case of the Manoj and Babli Case.” 
Asian Journal of Communication, vol. 30, no. 4, 2017, pp. 387-402. 
5 Kapur, R. & Patel, A. “The Impact of Social Media on Global Awareness of Honor Killings.” 
International Journal of Human Rights, vol. 20, no. 6, 2016, pp. 643-658. 
6 Hassan, Z. & Fatima, A. “Social Media and Its Role in Promoting Awareness on Honor Killings in the 
Middle East.” Journal of Gender Studies and Human Rights, vol. 11, no. 2, 2017, pp. 74-88. 
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and a site for resistance against entrenched cultural norms. Their study highlights the positive impact 

of social media in empowering activists and victims’ families to challenge oppressive traditions. 

However, they also discuss the backlash social media campaigns often face, with some communities 

interpreting these efforts as attacks on cultural identity and traditions. 

Butler and Jones (2019)7 critically analyze how social media exacerbates gender-based violence, 

including honor killings, by sensationalizing these crimes. They argue that while social media has the 

potential to raise awareness, it often distorts the narratives surrounding victims, presenting them as 

passive and helpless. The paper emphasizes the need for more ethical and nuanced representations of 

gender-based violence that avoid reinforcing harmful stereotypes. 

Ahmed and Taha (2020)8 examine social media campaigns in Pakistan and how they serve both 

as tools for advocacy and as spaces of controversy. Their study discusses how these campaigns have 

influenced public opinion on honor killings, leading to debates about cultural values, legal responses, 

and social change. However, the article also addresses how digital media can become a battleground 

for competing political and cultural narratives surrounding honor and justice. 

These works collectively present a multi-faceted view of the role of social media in the context of 

honor killings. From raising awareness to sensationalizing crimes, social media’s influence is complex 

and often contradictory. The reviewed literature emphasizes the need for a balanced and ethical 

approach to digital advocacy, urging the importance of accurate portrayals, legal reforms, and cultural 

sensitivity. While social media has contributed to some positive changes in the global conversation 

around honor killings, there are significant challenges, including misinformation, sensationalism, and 

cultural resistance, that need to be addressed to ensure effective advocacy and justice for victims. 

The Role of social media in Legal and Social Reforms:  

Social media has led to significant shifts in how honor killings are perceived and addressed, 

both in India and internationally. Campaigns like #JusticeForBabli and others have ignited public 

outrage and pushed for greater accountability from authorities. However, the sensationalism 

surrounding honor killings often overshadows the need for systematic legal reforms and can lead to 

the trivialization of serious cultural issues. 

Challenges in Reporting and Sensationalism: While social media has contributed to advocacy for 

honor killings, it has also raised concerns about sensationalized reporting, which can undermine the 

legal process by creating biases in public opinion. The widespread sharing of graphic images or 

distorted narratives can fuel victim-blaming or lead to mob justice. 

Need for the Study and Research Gap: Social Media Sensation on Honor Killing 

Honor killings remain a deeply entrenched issue in many societies, including India, where 

cultural traditions and patriarchal norms often justify violence against women and marginalized 

communities in the name of family or community honor. The role of social media in raising awareness 

about honor killings is undeniable, as it has the potential to mobilize public opinion, provide platforms 

for activism, and pressure legal systems for justice. However, social media can also sensationalize such 

crimes, sometimes distorting the narrative, spreading misinformation, and reinforcing harmful societal 

stereotypes. 

 
7 Butler, J. & Jones, C. “Social Media, Gender, and Violence: Examining the Link Between Online 
Sensationalism and Honor Killings.” International Journal of Women’s Studies, vol. 29, no. 3, 2019, pp. 
1005-1021 
8 Ahmed, L. & Taha, S. “Digital Media and the Politics of Honor Killing in Pakistan: A Case Study of 
Social Media Campaigns.” Journal of Social Media Studies, vol. 21, no. 1, 2020, pp. 90-107. 
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 The need for this study arises from the growing influence of social media in shaping public 

perception and legal responses to honor killings. While social media has made strides in promoting 

gender equality and social justice, its sensationalized portrayal of such crimes can sometimes trivialize 

the gravity of the issue. The depiction of honor killings in a sensationalized manner often shifts the 

focus away from the socio-cultural roots of the violence, which undermines efforts to address the 

systemic issues. The study will investigate how social media platforms both raise awareness about 

honor killings and contribute to its sensationalization, exploring the dual impact they have on public 

opinion, legal outcomes, and cultural change. 

Research Gap: 

 There exists a significant research gap in understanding the role of social media in shaping both 

the awareness and sensationalism surrounding honor killings. While various studies focus on the legal 

and cultural implications of honor killings, fewer examine the specific influence of social media in both 

exacerbating and mitigating these issues. The gap exists in the need to critically analyze how social 

media sensationalizes honor killings and its implications on victim-blaming, public perception, and 

judicial processes. Furthermore, there is limited exploration on how digital campaigns can be designed 

ethically to influence legal and social reforms without falling prey to sensationalism. 

 This study aims to bridge this gap by examining the impact of social media’s sensationalism 

on public and legal responses to honor killings while identifying strategies for responsible digital 

activism. 

Social Media Sensation on Honor Killing with Examples 

 Honor killings, where individuals—typically women—are murdered by family members for 

allegedly dishonoring the family or community, are deeply rooted in patriarchal and caste-based 

societies. Social media has played a significant role in both raising awareness about honor killings and, 

at times, sensationalizing these tragic events. While social media can serve as a tool for advocacy and 

justice, it often amplifies the emotional and graphic details of such crimes, leading to sensationalism 

and, in some cases, undermining the ethical portrayal of these incidents. 

Examples of Social Media Sensation on Honor Killings in India: 

1. The Manoj and Babli Honor Killing (2007) The case of Manoj and Babli, a young couple from 

Haryana who were murdered by Babli’s family for marrying against their wishes (and caste), 

gained national and international attention. The story was widely shared on social media, 

especially through video clips, news articles, and social media campaigns. As the case became 

a media sensation, social media users rallied around the couple, using hashtags like 

#JusticeForManojAndBabli to demand accountability. While this brought attention to the 

crime, the media and social media's focus on sensationalizing the crime—using images of the 

couple and portraying them as tragic victims of "honor"—also drew attention away from the 

larger societal issues, including caste discrimination and the role of khap panchayats in 

perpetuating such violence. 

2. The Khap Panchayat’s Role and Social Media Campaigns Khap Panchayats (local caste-based 

councils) often play a pivotal role in endorsing honor killings. When these bodies justify 

violence in the name of honor, it sparks outrage on social media platforms. For example, when 

the Khap Panchayats supported the killing of a couple for violating social norms, social media 

users organized campaigns like #StopKhapPanchayats and #NoToHonorKillings, gaining 

widespread support. While this helped to push for reforms, such campaigns also resulted in 

some cases of misinformation, where facts were misrepresented, or there was an overemphasis 

on vilifying certain groups, rather than focusing on systemic changes needed to eradicate the 

culture of honor-based violence. 
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3. The Lakshmi and Vijay Case (2014) In Andhra Pradesh, Lakshmi and Vijay, a couple from 

different castes, were murdered by the woman’s family for marrying against the family’s 

wishes. The incident was widely reported on social media, and several advocacy groups used 

platforms like Twitter and Facebook to push for justice. While this coverage generated 

widespread public condemnation, it also led to sensationalist portrayals of the crime, with 

graphic images of the crime scene shared online. These sensational portrayals shifted the focus 

from the systemic cultural factors that contribute to honor killings, such as caste-based 

discrimination, and focused more on the emotional shock of the crime. 

4. The Phulia Honor Killing (2004) In the village of Phulia, a young couple was murdered for 

marrying outside their caste. This case gained significant media and social media attention, 

with various groups and activists creating online petitions and campaigns to bring the 

perpetrators to justice. Social media users quickly adopted hashtags like #JusticeForPhulia, but 

the extensive online attention also led to emotional overtones and misrepresentation of the 

facts, distorting the focus from the underlying social issue—caste-based violence—and instead 

focusing on the sensational aspects of the crime. 

Impact of Sensationalism on Public Perception and Legal Processes: 

1. Distorted Public Perception: The sensationalization of honor killings on social media often 

leads to a distorted public perception. Rather than focusing on the root causes—such as 

patriarchal control, caste-based discrimination, and oppressive social norms—social media 

campaigns often sensationalize the emotions around the killings, painting them as isolated 

tragedies. This reduces the complexity of the issue to a series of individual crimes rather than 

a systemic issue that requires comprehensive social, legal, and educational reform. 

2. Victim Blaming and Social Media Backlash: In some cases, the sensationalism of honor 

killings on social media can lead to victim-blaming. For example, in several high-profile cases, 

social media users have pointed fingers at the victims for "dishonoring" their families or 

communities, reinforcing harmful societal norms. This can create an environment where the 

actual perpetrators are not held accountable, and the focus shifts to the victims’ actions, 

portraying them as deserving of their fate. 

3. Influence on Legal Responses: Social media has a powerful influence on legal outcomes, both 

positively and negatively. In some cases, online outrage has prompted the judiciary to 

intervene or accelerate investigations. For example, the viral #JusticeForManojAndBabli 

campaign led to further scrutiny of the case, but sensationalized media reporting also risked 

undermining the legal process by creating undue public pressure. In some instances, 

misinformation spread on social media can complicate the legal proceedings by generating 

confusion or bias. 

4. Cultural Resistance to Change: Social media campaigns often face backlash from conservative 

sections of society who perceive such activism as a challenge to traditional values and social 

order. This resistance can manifest in increased tension in communities where honor-based 

violence is normalized. Rather than contributing to progressive social change, sensationalism 

on social media may reinforce existing social divisions, making it harder to implement legal 

reforms. 

While social media plays an undeniably significant role in raising awareness about honor killings and 

mobilizing social justice campaigns, its sensationalized portrayal of these tragedies has complex 

implications. The need to strike a balance between spreading awareness and avoiding the distortion of 

the issue is critical. Instead of focusing on sensational aspects, social media campaigns should 

emphasize education, legal reform, and the social context of honor-based violence. This approach will 
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not only help in achieving justice for victims but will also create a more nuanced and empathetic public 

discourse surrounding honor killings. 

Social Media Sensation on Honor Killing: Indian Judiciary’s Approach 

Honor killings, where individuals are murdered for perceived dishonor to the family or community, 

often arise from patriarchal and caste-based social structures. In India, these crimes are particularly 

widespread in rural areas and are driven by deeply rooted cultural norms that prioritize family or 

community "honor" over individual rights. In the age of social media, these cases have gained 

significant public attention. However, the sensational nature of social media coverage can present 

challenges to the judicial system, which must navigate the legal complexities of honor killings while 

addressing public outrage and media sensationalism. 

Role of Social Media in Honor Killing Cases: Social media has emerged as a powerful platform for 

raising awareness about honor killings in India. Social media campaigns, hashtags, and online petitions 

often bring attention to individual cases, demand justice, and pressure the judicial system to act swiftly. 

These platforms have amplified public outcry, creating national and international campaigns that 

sometimes prompt judicial interventions. 

For example, high-profile cases like the Manoj and Babli Honor Killing (2007) in Haryana, or 

the Phulia Honor Killing (2004), gained significant traction on social media, with the public 

demanding justice for victims. Online movements like #JusticeForManojAndBabli or 

#StopHonorKillings have been used to mobilize support, generate media coverage, and hold the 

judiciary accountable. 

However, these campaigns also sometimes risk oversimplifying the issues, creating emotional 

sensationalism, and diverting attention from deeper social and legal reforms needed to tackle honor-

based violence. The pressure of social media often leads to a rush for justice, which may be at odds with 

a fair and impartial judicial process. 

Judicial Approach to Honor Killings: The Indian judiciary has recognized honor killings as a serious 

violation of individual rights and has made significant strides in addressing them, especially in the last 

two decades. The Supreme Court and High Courts have repeatedly reinforced the need for the state to 

protect individuals' constitutional rights against violence in the name of honor. 

Key Judicial Rulings and Responses: 

1. The Manoj and Babli Case (2007)9: The case of Manoj and Babli, where the couple was 

murdered by their families for defying caste and marriage norms, became a landmark in India’s 

legal response to honor killings. The Haryana High Court, under the pressure of public outrage 

fueled by social media, initially intervened in the case, and in 2010, the Supreme Court of India 

issued strong directives against khap panchayats (traditional caste councils) that condone 

honor killings. The judgment called for stricter legal measures to punish such crimes and 

protect individuals from caste-based violence. 

2. The Lata Singh Case (2006)10: The Supreme Court of India addressed the broader issue of inter-

caste marriages and honor killings in Lata Singh v. State of U.P. The Court ruled in favor of 

protecting the right to marry according to one’s wishes, declaring that honor killings would 

not be tolerated. This judgment has served as a cornerstone in the legal approach to such 

crimes, setting a precedent for the protection of personal freedom against familial or societal 

pressure. 

 
9 Supreme Court of India (2010). Manoj & Babli v. State of Haryana, SLP (Crl.) 1512/2007. 
10 Supreme Court of India (2006). Lata Singh v. State of U.P., (2006) 5 SCC 475. 
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3. Shakti Vahini v. Union of India (2018)11: The 2018 case saw the Supreme Court of India direct 

the government to take effective measures to curb honor killings, emphasizing the protection 

of couples who face threats due to inter-caste or inter-religious marriages. This ruling came 

after several honor killing cases highlighted by social media platforms that sparked 

widespread outrage. The Court issued guidelines to law enforcement agencies to provide 

protection to individuals facing threats from their families or communities. 

4. The Case of Khap Panchayats (2010)12: In 2010, the Supreme Court condemned the actions of 

khap panchayats, particularly in cases where they were found to be complicit in honor killings. 

The Court specifically stated that caste-based honor killings were a violation of fundamental 

rights and declared that no social or cultural institution had the right to sanction such acts of 

violence. The public outrage on social media regarding such cases prompted judicial 

intervention, reinforcing the need for legal reforms. 

Challenges and Social Media Sensationalism: 

While social media has contributed to increased awareness and public pressure on the judiciary, it also 

brings challenges: 

• Sensationalism and Misinformation: social media often amplifies the emotional and 

sensational aspects of honor killing cases, focusing on the brutality of the crimes or the victim’s 

tragic story. This can sometimes lead to misinformation or oversimplification of complex 

societal issues. For example, in the case of Lakshmi and Vijay (2014), a couple murdered for 

an inter-caste marriage in Andhra Pradesh, social media fueled anger and protests, but also 

spread misinformation about the specifics of the case, complicating the judicial process. 

• Public Pressure on Judicial Independence: The judiciary, tasked with ensuring a fair trial, 

sometimes faces public pressure driven by viral social media campaigns. This can undermine 

the fairness of trials or create situations where the legal process is rushed or influenced by 

media narratives rather than by the facts. In some instances, this may lead to judicial overreach 

or, conversely, delayed justice in attempts to avoid controversy. 

• Victim-Blaming and Harmful Stereotypes: social media often sensationalizes the narratives 

surrounding honor killings, sometimes leading to victim-blaming. For example, in many cases, 

social media users focus on the actions of the victim—such as choosing a partner from a 

different caste—rather than focusing on the perpetrators of the crime. This reinforces harmful 

stereotypes about the victims and can reduce the chances of fair legal proceedings. 

The Indian judiciary has made significant progress in addressing honor killings, providing key rulings 

that emphasize individual rights over societal norms. However, the rise of social media has introduced 

new challenges, particularly in the form of sensationalism, misinformation, and public pressure. While 

social media campaigns can act as a catalyst for change, they must be handled with care to avoid 

compromising the legal process or perpetuating harmful stereotypes. The judiciary’s response must be 

to balance public outrage with due process, ensuring that justice is not influenced. 

Social Media Sensation on Honor Killing: Legal Aspects and CrPC 

Honor killings are crimes that occur when individuals, typically women, are murdered by family 

members or communities for perceived violations of societal norms, such as marrying outside one’s 

caste, religion, or community. These killings are deeply rooted in cultural traditions that prioritize 

family "honor" over personal autonomy, particularly in rural and patriarchal settings. In India, the 

sensationalization of honor killings through social media has drawn public attention and shaped legal 

 
11 Supreme Court of India (2018). Shakti Vahini v. Union of India, Writ Petition (C) No. 94 of 2016. 
12 Supreme Court of India (2010). State of Punjab v. Gurmit Singh, (2010) 6 SCC 743 
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responses. However, the intersection of social media, legal frameworks, and the Criminal Procedure 

Code (CrPC) presents complex challenges. 

Legal Aspects of Honor Killings in India 

Honor killings are primarily prosecuted under Section 302 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), which 

deals with murder. However, the legal system also grapples with issues like caste discrimination, 

gender inequality, and cultural norms that complicate justice in these cases. 

1. Indian Penal Code (IPC) and Honor Killings: 

o Section 302: Honor killings are typically charged as murder under IPC Section 302. 

Perpetrators who intentionally kill individuals to uphold family or community "honor" 

face severe penalties, including life imprisonment or the death penalty. 

o Section 304: In cases where the intent is less clear, honor killings may fall under 

culpable homicide not amounting to murder under IPC Section 304, resulting in a 

lesser sentence. 

o Section 506: Threatening a person with injury or harm in connection with honor-based 

violence could be charged under Section 506, which addresses criminal intimidation. 

2. Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) and Honor Killings: The Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) 

provides the procedural framework for investigating, prosecuting, and adjudicating honor 

killings in India. Key aspects under CrPC relevant to honor killings include: 

o Investigation and Arrest (Section 154 and Section 157)13: Once an honor killing is 

reported, the police initiate an investigation under Section 154 (FIR), which sets the 

legal process in motion. If the police suspect that a crime has occurred, they must 

follow through with an investigation under Section 157, which includes gathering 

evidence, questioning suspects, and arresting the perpetrators. 

o Judicial Custody (Section 167)14: After the arrest, the accused may be sent to judicial 

custody under Section 167, ensuring that their legal rights are protected during the 

investigation period. This process ensures the accused is not held indefinitely and has 

the right to legal representation. 

o Charge Sheet (Section 173)15: Following the investigation, the police must submit a 

charge sheet (Section 173) if there is enough evidence to proceed with prosecution. In 

honor killing cases, this involves proving the existence of premeditated motives and 

any communal or caste-based pressure influencing the crime. 

o Bail (Section 437)16: In some instances, the accused may seek bail. However, given the 

gravity of honor killings, bail may be denied under Section 437 of the CrPC, especially 

when the offense involves the likelihood of public outrage or a threat to the 

administration of justice. 

The Role of Social Media in Honor Killings: 

Social media has increasingly become a platform for both raising awareness and amplifying 

sensationalism regarding honor killings. The intersection of social media and the legal process 

introduces several challenges: 

 
13 The Criminal Procedure Code, 1973, Section 154 
14 The Criminal Procedure Code, 1973, Section 157. 
15 The Criminal Procedure Code, 1973, Section 173 
16 The Criminal Procedure Code, 1973, Section 437 



Int. J. Law. Edu. Social. & Sports.Studies  Vol.12. Issue.1. 2025;  ISSN:2455-0418(P),2394-9724 (O) 

   18 
Swikriti Mahajan 

1. Raising Awareness and Public Outrage: social media plays a vital role in highlighting honor 

killings, particularly in cases where local media or authorities may be slow to respond. 

Platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram provide a space for activists, civil society 

groups, and citizens to demand justice for victims of honor killings. Online campaigns, 

hashtags like #JusticeForManojAndBabli and #EndHonorKillings, and viral posts can 

pressure the judiciary and law enforcement agencies to act quickly. 

However, this also creates challenges, as social media may lead to trial by public opinion, where the 

facts of the case are overshadowed by emotional responses and media sensationalism. The judiciary 

must ensure that the right to a fair trial is upheld, despite external pressures from social media. 

2. Sensationalism and Misinformation: The rapid spread of information on social media often 

leads to sensationalized portrayals of honor killings. Sometimes, the media and social media 

platforms prioritize emotional and shocking elements of the case over factual reporting, 

leading to biased perceptions of both the victim and the perpetrator. 

For example, in the case of Manoj and Babli, who were murdered in 2007 for marrying against their 

family’s wishes, social media played a key role in amplifying the public outrage. However, this also led 

to over-simplified narratives of the case, which affected the public's understanding of the legal 

complexities involved. False information or half-truths circulating online can influence public opinion 

and undermine the fairness of legal proceedings. 

3. Influence on Legal Outcomes: While social media can draw attention to the lack of legal action, 

it can also influence the way honor killings are prosecuted. Public outcry can lead to faster 

investigations or heightened pressure on the courts to deliver swift verdicts. This can 

sometimes result in judicial overreach or rushed proceedings, which may undermine the 

fairness of the trial process. 

On the other hand, the wide-reaching impact of social media campaigns has brought attention to the 

shortcomings in the law and encouraged calls for reforms, such as the need for specific legislation 

addressing honor killings or better protection for victims and witnesses. 

Social Media’s Role in Honor Killings: Sensationalism vs. Awareness 

The role of social media in amplifying the issue of honor killings has been dual-edged. On one hand, 

platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram have become powerful tools for raising awareness 

about such crimes. Hashtags like #EndHonorKillings and #JusticeForHonorKillings have mobilized 

citizens, human rights organizations, and media outlets, compelling authorities to take action. 

However, social media also has its downsides: 

• Sensationalism: Social media can sometimes sensationalize honor killings, portraying them in 

an exaggerated or dramatic light. This can distort the facts, leading to public outrage based on 

incomplete or misleading information. 

• Trial by Media: Public discourse on social media often leads to a trial by media, where 

opinions are formed before the judiciary delivers its verdict. This can undermine the integrity 

of the judicial process and influence the perception of justice. 
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Supreme Court of India Cases on Honor Killings 

1. The Supreme Court of India has played a crucial role in setting legal precedents and shaping 

judicial responses to honor killings. Several landmark cases have underscored the need for 

legal reform and protective measures for victims17. 

2. Shakti Vahini vs. Union of India (2018)18: This case is one of the most significant rulings 

regarding honor killings in India. The Supreme Court issued guidelines for the protection of 

couples in inter-caste or inter-religious marriages, recognizing the vulnerability of such 

individuals to violence by family members or community members. The Court directed the 

government to provide police protection to such couples and ensure their safety against honor 

killings. It also directed that any panchayat or community body that sanctions violence against 

couples should face legal action. This ruling emphasized that individual autonomy and the 

right to marry are fundamental rights, overriding any traditional notions of honor. 

3. Lata Singh vs. State of Uttar Pradesh (2006)19: In this case, the Supreme Court delivered a 

landmark judgment affirming the right of adults to marry according to their choice, regardless 

of caste or religion. The Court emphasized that inter-caste marriages are protected under the 

Constitution, and no family or community has the right to harm individuals for choosing their 

partners. The ruling specifically addressed the issue of honor killings as a consequence of such 

marriages and reinforced the need for legal safeguards to protect the victims. 

4. Manoj and Babli Honor Killing Case (2007)20: This case, involving the brutal honor killing of 

Manoj and Babli, a couple from different castes, brought national attention to the issue of honor 

killings. While the case was not directly adjudicated by the Supreme Court, it sparked 

widespread media coverage, including social media campaigns, calling for justice. The case 

demonstrated how public outrage on social media could lead to increased pressure on the 

judiciary to deliver swift justice. It also highlighted the importance of protecting individual 

rights against community-based violence. 

5. Arunachal Pradesh v. Union of India (2009)21: While not specifically dealing with honor 

killings, this case raised concerns regarding the intervention of traditional institutions like khap 

panchayats in marital matters. The Supreme Court recognized the growing influence of these 

traditional bodies, which often condone or encourage honor-based violence. The Court called 

for stronger legal measures to ensure that traditional and patriarchal norms do not undermine 

constitutional rights 

Indian Government Legal Approach 

The Indian government has taken a number of legal steps to address honor killings, focusing primarily 

on strengthening existing laws and proposing new measures to protect individuals from such violence. 

Key legal approaches include: 

1. The Indian Penal Code (IPC): Honor killings, being a form of murder, are prosecuted under 

Section 302 of the IPC, which provides for punishment, including the death penalty or life 

 
17 Various judgments by the Supreme Court of India, such as those listed below, have been instrumental 
in shaping the legal landscape on honor killings 
18 Shakti Vahini vs. Union of India, (2018) 7 SCC 191, Supreme Court of India 
19 Lata Singh v. State of Uttar Pradesh, (2006) 5 SCC 475, Supreme Court of Indi 
20 Manoj and Babli Case, 2007, Haryana (No specific citation as this was not a Supreme Court case, but 
its media coverage and public impact are noteworthy) 
21 Arunachal Pradesh v. Union of India, (2009) 7 SCC 1, Supreme Court of India 
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imprisonment. In cases of culpable homicide not amounting to murder, Section 304 applies, 

resulting in a lesser sentence. 

2. Proposed Legislation for Honor Killings: The Indian government has also recognized the 

need for a more specific legal framework to address the unique nature of honor killings. In 

2011, the Protection of Inter-Caste and Inter-Religious Marriages Bill was introduced, aiming 

to provide legal protection to couples from different castes or religions, who are at risk of 

honor-based violence. However, this bill was not passed, highlighting a gap in the legal system 

that the government needs to address more robustly. 

3. The Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC): Under the CrPC, cases of honor killings are investigated 

by law enforcement authorities. Provisions related to the registration of FIRs (Section 154), 

police investigation (Section 157), and custody (Section 167) apply to honor killing cases. 

However, challenges persist regarding the efficient implementation of these procedures in 

rural areas where honor-based crimes are most prevalent. 

4. Witness Protection: Given the communal and family pressures associated with honor killings, 

the government has introduced initiatives for witness protection. In many honor killing cases, 

witnesses are often reluctant to testify, fearing retaliation. The Indian government’s Witness 

Protection Scheme aims to address this concern and ensure a fair judicial process. 

5. National Commission for Women (NCW): The NCW has been vocal in its advocacy for 

stronger laws against honor killings and has been pushing for societal reforms that challenge 

caste-based and gender-based violence. Through awareness campaigns, the Commission seeks 

to shift public perception and highlight the severity of honor crimes 

Challenges and Recommendations: 

1. Combatting Sensationalism: Legal frameworks need to address the role of social media in 

spreading sensationalism while ensuring that public opinion does not interfere with the 

impartiality of the judicial process. More stringent regulations around media reporting, 

particularly in cases of honor killings, could help balance awareness with due process. 

2. Legal Reform: There is a pressing need for specific legislation targeting honor killings, as 

current laws under IPC and CrPC can sometimes fail to address the unique nature of these 

crimes. Comprehensive reforms could include provisions for the protection of witnesses and 

victims, stricter penalties for the involvement of family or community members, and measures 

to ensure the independence of the judiciary from public pressure. 

3. Victim and Witness Protection: Social media, by amplifying cases, can inadvertently place 

victims and witnesses at risk. Laws addressing witness protection and victim assistance, 

particularly in honor killings, should be strengthened to ensure their safety and encourage 

cooperation with law enforcement. 

While social media has undeniably raised awareness of honor killings, it also poses challenges to the 

legal process. The sensationalized portrayal of these crimes on social media platforms sometimes 

results in false narratives and public pressure, which may influence judicial independence. The 

challenge, therefore, lies in striking a balance between raising awareness and maintaining the fairness 

of the legal process. 

1. Need for Specific Legislation: There is a pressing need for legislation that specifically 

addresses honor killings, providing clear definitions, strict penalties, and comprehensive 

protection mechanisms for victims and witnesses. 
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2. Sensationalism and Misinformation: The government should consider regulating media and 

social media coverage to prevent sensationalism. Encouraging responsible reporting that is 

factual and devoid of bias will help prevent the distortion of honor killing cases. 

3. Comprehensive Victim Protection: As honor killings are often committed by family members 

or community members, the government should focus on victim and witness protection 

programs. This could include relocation, anonymity, and safety measures for victims of honor-

based violence. 

4. Education and Awareness: Social media platforms can play a crucial role in educating the 

public about the harmful impacts of honor-based violence. Awareness campaigns can be used 

to challenge deep-rooted cultural norms and foster respect for individual autonomy and 

human rights. 

Suggestions on Social Media Sensation on Honor Killing: 

1. Promote Responsible Reporting: Media platforms must establish clear guidelines to prevent 

the sensationalization of honor killings. Journalists and influencers should prioritize accuracy, 

avoid spreading misinformation, and ensure that victim-blaming narratives are not 

perpetuated. 

2. Encourage Awareness Campaigns: While sensationalism can be harmful, social media can also 

be harnessed to educate the public. Campaigns that inform people about the legal 

consequences of honor killings, the importance of marital autonomy, and the rights of 

individuals to choose their partners without fear of violence should be amplified. 

3. Collaboration with Legal Authorities: Social media platforms should work with law 

enforcement agencies and human rights organizations to ensure that any posts or campaigns 

that encourage violence or promote harmful cultural practices (like honor-based violence) are 

flagged and removed immediately. Simultaneously, they can help in creating awareness about 

the legal frameworks available for protecting victims. 

4. Highlight Success Stories: To counterbalance the negative aspects of sensationalism, social 

media should focus on positive case studies—where legal interventions have protected 

individuals or where social reform has led to a reduction in honor killings. This helps to inspire 

hope and drive change. 

5. Monitor and Regulate Content: Social media platforms need to implement stronger content 

moderation strategies, especially regarding posts linked to honor killings or caste-based 

violence. These platforms should be responsible for tracking and removing harmful content 

that incites violence or spreads unfounded rumors. 

6. Support Legal and Social Reforms: Social media can play a pivotal role in advocating for legal 

reforms that directly address honor killings. By using digital platforms, public pressure can be 

mounted on lawmakers to introduce stricter regulations and offer better victim protection, 

including victim-witness programs and quicker legal recourse. 

7. Promote Gender Equality and Social Change: Social media should be used as a tool to 

challenge traditional norms and attitudes that perpetuate gender-based violence and honor 

killings. Educational campaigns promoting gender equality and the importance of individual 

rights can help shift public perception over time. 

8. Support Victim Support Networks: Platforms can help publicize and support helplines, 

shelters, and victim advocacy groups for individuals facing threats of honor killings. Directing 

vulnerable individuals to appropriate legal and psychological support could save lives. 
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9. Develop Crisis Management Strategies: In cases of honor killings or threats thereof, social 

media platforms should have a proactive crisis management approach that works with local 

authorities and human rights groups to offer immediate assistance to the victims in distress. 

10. Engage Influencers and Community Leaders: Collaborating with influencers, celebrities, and 

community leaders who can use their reach to support progressive social and legal changes 

will be essential in reducing the cultural acceptance of honor-based violence and promoting 

social reform. 

Conclusion: 

The Indian judiciary has made significant progress in addressing honor killings, providing key 

rulings that emphasize individual rights over societal norms. However, the rise of social media has 

introduced new challenges, particularly in the form of sensationalism, misinformation, and public 

pressure. While social media campaigns can act as a catalyst for change, they must be handled with 

care to avoid compromising the legal process or perpetuating harmful stereotypes. The judiciary’s 

response must be to balance public outrage with due process, ensuring that justice is not influenced by 

media sensationalism but rather by sound legal principles and protections for individual rights. 

While social media has played a significant role in bringing attention to honor killings in India, 

it also poses challenges for the legal system. Balancing public outcry and media coverage with fair trial 

processes is crucial to ensuring that justice is served without compromising the integrity of the judicial 

system. Strengthening the legal framework under the IPC and CrPC, along with better regulation of 

media sensationalism, is essential for addressing honor killings and protecting the rights of individuals 

involved in these cases. 

The legal approach to honor killings in India, guided by the judiciary and supported by the 

government's efforts, has evolved to recognize the importance of protecting individuals against the 

tyranny of family and societal norms. The Supreme Court's rulings and legal provisions offer some 

protection, but challenges remain in effectively implementing laws and overcoming social pressures. 

Social media plays a crucial role in raising awareness, but it must be used responsibly to avoid 

sensationalism that can skew public perception and interfere with the legal process. Moving forward, 

India needs stronger legislative measures, better victim protection, and a societal shift in how honor 

killings are perceived. 
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